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(Matthew 11:28-30)  "Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 

Christian Community 
 

1.) A _________________ Community 
 

(Acts 2:44)  “All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.” 

(1 Corinthians 13:1)  “If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.” 

 
2.) A _________________ Community 

 
(Acts 5:1-11)  “Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife 
Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge 
he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and 
put it at the apostles' feet.  Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit 
and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, 
wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing 
such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  When Ananias 
heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 
heard what had happened. Then the young men came forward, 
wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  About 
three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and 
Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  Peter 
said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! 
The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out also."  At that moment she fell down at his feet 
and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized 
the whole church and all who heard about these events.”   

 
(Ephesians 4:15)  “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ” 
 
(Ephesians 4:16)  “From him the whole body…grows and builds itself 

up in love…” 
 

3.) An _________________     
        Community 

 
(Acts 11:18)  “When they heard this, they had no further objections 
and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the 
Gentiles repentance unto life."” 
 

(Romans 15:7)  “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 
you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
 

Fight the Good Fight 
 

• Where people are _______________ they 

___________. 
 

• Where people are _______________ they 

_____________. 
 

• Where people are _______________  they 

________________. 
 

(1 Timothy 1:18-20)  “Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in 

keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 
following them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and 
a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have 
shipwrecked their faith.” 



 
(Matthew 11:28-30)  "Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 

Christian Community 
 

1.) A Sacrificial Community 
 

(Acts 2:44)  “All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.” 

(1 Corinthians 13:1)  “If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.” 

 
2.) A Confrontational Community 

 
(Acts 5:1-11)  “Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife 
Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge 
he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and 
put it at the apostles' feet.  Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that 
Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit 
and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, 
wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing 
such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  When Ananias 
heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 
heard what had happened. Then the young men came forward, 
wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  About 
three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and 
Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  Peter 
said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! 
The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out also."  At that moment she fell down at his feet 
and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized 
the whole church and all who heard about these events.”   
 

(Ephesians 4:15)  “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ” 
 
(Ephesians 4:16)  “From him the whole body…grows and builds itself 

up in love…” 
 

3.) An Inclusive Community 
 
(Acts 11:18)  “When they heard this, they had no further objections 
and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the 

Gentiles repentance unto life."” 
 
(Romans 15:7)  “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 

you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
 

Fight the Good Fight 
 
• Where people are selfless they serve. 

 
• Where people are confronted they connect. 
 
• Where people are included they incorporate. 

 

(1 Timothy 1:18-20)  “Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in 
keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 
following them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and 
a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have 

shipwrecked their faith.” 
 
 


