
FromçtheçPastoròsçLibraryççby Dan Whitmarsh 

These are some of the books Iôve read lately, books 

that have impacted me and might be worth your time, 

should you be looking for something to read on these 

rainy spring days. 

 

Dale Kuehne, Sex and the iWorld 

Dale is a Covenant pastor, and professor of politics at 

St. Anselm College.  He is also a close observer of culture 

and society.  In Sex and the iWorld, he explores the cur-

rent state of our world, and the effects that modern behav-

ior are having on society.  It can be very confusing to 

some of us, wondering how we quickly left the traditional 

world of our grandparents and entered into this one ï a 

world awash in religious, societal, and sexual pluralism.   

There are many in the church who wish things would 

ójust go back to the way things were.ô  But that day is 

long gone.  Keuhne explains why, using everything from 

history to philosophy to pop culture, from Aristotle to 

Bono, from Kant to Joni Mitchell.  Best of all, he 

sketches out a plan to move forward in a healthy direc-

tion, as we seek to live biblically while residing in a non-

Christian land.   

This has been one of the most powerful books Iôve 

read in the last ten years, both in giving me language to 

explain our current world, and in offering up suggestions 

for pursuing Kingdom life even as the larger society con-

tinues to chase after its own false hopes and dreams. 

 

Mark Greene, The Best Idea in the World 

Christianity boils down to two simple propositions: 

love God, love our neighbor.  Both flow out of the one 

foundational premise: God loves us.  Unfortunately, to-

dayôs lifestyles make it difficult to give and experience 

love.  We rush from one thing to the next, we balance 

work and family and social life, and most of our models 

for love come from the movies and television ï hardly 

worthy role models.  As a response, Greene has written 

The Best Idea as a primer for the art of loving God and 

loving our neighbors.   

What I appreciated was his effort to make this book 

fit our context; itôs a book with feet firmly planted in our 

modern world.  What does it look like to love in difficult 

relationships?  To love your neighbor in the office?  At 

school?  The stranger you sit next to on the bus?  How 

can we be like Christ to all these people?  And, perhaps 

most importantly, how do we live in the love God has for 

us, when we are constantly bombarded by negative mes-

sages?  

I found this to be a quick read, yet profound and help-

ful for all of us who long for deeper, more meaningful 

relationships. 

 

Andrew Marin, Love is an Orientation 

One of the largest cultural conflicts in America today 

is between the Church and the gay/lesbian community.  

Instead of any true dialogue or attempt at understanding, 

the battlefield instead has become a place of argument, 

condemnation, and dismissal.  Under the guise of ófamily 

values,ô the Church has issued pronouncements and at-

tempted to sway public policy to shore up the traditional 

family system.  In the name of ófreedom, tolerance, and 

equality,ô gays and lesbians and their supporters have 

held rallies, issued position papers, and derided Christians 

for their intolerant and oppressive ways.   

Andrew Marin was stuck at an impasse when, as a 

young Christian man, a number of his friends came out to 

him.  Ever since, he has attempted something that most 

Christians never do: to remain their friend, to understand 

life from their point of view, to love rather than to judge.  

As a pastor, I realize that this is an important issue, and 

one we need to deal with in a differently than we have 

over the last 20 years.  Marinôs book was very helpful in 

helping me see different ways of approaching the discus-

sion.  His title says it all: love must be the guiding force, 

not power or judgment.  (continued on Page 2) 
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From the Pastorôs Library 

continued from Page 1 

As Christians, we are called to love, 

to be hospitable, to let God be judge 

while we live as agents of redemp-

tion.    Marin challenges the church 

to be marked by love and grace in all 

we do.  This wonôt be the final book 

on the subject, but it is a valuable 

one, nonetheless, and worth reading 

by all Christians who care to repre-

sent Christ to our friends and 

neighbors. 

 

Doug Pagit, Church Re-Imagined 

I read this book years ago in 

seminary, and am now having the 

church board read through it as our 

2010 reading assignment.  So if 

youôre interested in keeping up with 

the board and our discussions, pick 

up a copy (note: itôs now out of print, 

so can be a little difficult to find). 

 

Ron Martoia, The Bible as Improv 

Reading the Bible is a struggle 

for many Christians.  Even more so, 

figuring out how to apply it all to our 

lives is difficult for most of us.  Some 

read the Bible as a series of rules that 

must be obeyed; others read it as a 

list of snippets to memorize and ap-

ply in the correct situation.  But the 

Bible is so much more than these; it 

is grand, it is broad, it is confusing, it 

is mesmerizing, it seems at times to 

be conflicted, itôs full of rules we 

donôt obey and parts that embarrass 

us just a little.  

Ron Martoia begins with the 

premise that the Bible is to be lived 

more than studied.  He believes that 

the Bible tells the story of God at 

work in the world, it sets the premise 

and plot line for this story, and then it 

sends us out into the world to live out 

that story, following the same trajec-

tory but seeing it lead to new vistas 

and understandings as we live it out 

in the 21st Century.  Thus, the Bible 

leads to an improvisational act, 

wherein we understand the story, but 

as a people of God we are free to rec-

reate the Christian life for our new 

day, rather than simply emulating all 

that has been done before.  

I think Martoiaôs approach is in-

triguing, and definitely worth listen-

ing to; I think there is health in his 

critique of modern Bible reading (and 

application), as well as his ideas for 

living out the Text in our own con-

text.  If youôre looking for something 

to stimulate your Bible study, this 

book might just might help. 

by Gene Graddon, Coordinator 

 

God has put us on this earth for a 

specific reason.  Do you wonder what 

that reason is? 

The Alpha program last fall and 

early winter dealt with some of this 

question.  Many of our High School 

youth took part in the small group 

and shared their thoughts after the 

meetings.  The tough part is that no 

one can answer that question for you.  

You have to discover your unique 

purpose on your own. 

Most of us may have had an idea 

of what kind of work we wanted to 

do after completing school, maybe a 

Laborer, Lawyer, Armed Forces.  

Whatever profession you have in 

mind, it is not your true purpose in 

life - the very reason for your exis-

tence.  It does not matter if you are in 

Junior High, High School, or an 

adult, your purpose is much bigger 

than any career. 

One of the ways we, as lay-

leaders, try and encourage this dis-

covery is through our youth minis-

tries.  We have Sunday morning 

Youth ñSmall-Group Discussionò 

before Worship service and Teen Bi-

ble Study Wednesday evenings for 

our youth girls.  Our Junior High 

youth meet at WayPoint Church 

Monday evenings for Youth Group. 

As you encounter and study the 

Bible, you may find some interesting 

reasons why you were born.  We 

were made to worship God (Psalm 

100), to know Him intimately 

(Philippians 3:10), to share the good 

news of why Jesus came to earth 

(Matthew 28:9).  If you are seeking 

(as we all are) come join us!   

 

Be sure to check out the youth 

bulletin board for the latest ñLaugh 

Lineò and up coming events.  We 

have information for High School 

youth on the March 25th Concert at 

the Tacoma Dome. 

You can get more information by 

calling Gene at 884-4824. 

Youth Happenings  



 Join us during  

HOLY WEEK 
 

March 28   Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday School, 9:00 am 
 

The Gathering: a Time of Song and Praise, 10:00 am 
 

Worship Celebration, 10:30 am 
 

Stations of the Cross Reveal & Artistsô Reception, 12:30 pm 

(Stations of the Cross will be open for 

viewing, contemplation, and meditation  

Tuesday, March 30, - Friday, April 2,  

from 9 am to 1 pm, and by appointment.) 

 

 

 

April 1   Maundy Thursday  
 

Seder Dinner, 6:30 pm 

(Reservations are needed; call the church office at 884-3899.) 

 

 

 

 

 

April 4   Easter  
 

Sunrise Service, 7:00 am 
(on the Beach at Penrose Point State Park) 

 

Easter Breakfast, 8:00 am 
(No Sunday School or Junior Church) 

 

Resurrection Celebration, 10:30 am 
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by Kristen Wormley 

 

We would like to invite you to a 

Seder Dinner on Thursday, April 1 at 

6:30 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall.   

A Seder Dinner is a symbolic 

Passover meal with a focus on Christ, 

our Messiah, as the sacrificial lamb.  

We will first go through a traditional 

Seder dinner and order of service.  

Then we will continue with a full 

dinner and a time of fellowship.   

For this event, you will need to 

reserve your spot at a table.  We will 

have a sign up sheet available near 

the coffee and cookies starting Sun-

day, March 7th and the rest of the 

Sundays in March.  The deadline to 

sign up will be Sunday, March 28th.  

There is a suggested donation of $5 

per person or $20 per family.   

Come sup with us during Holy 

Week as we remember the Lordôs 

death and resurrection. 

 

 

Here is part of an article on the 

website: http://www.crivoice.org/

seder.html to further explain Pass-

over and the Seder Dinner.   

 

Introduction to a Christian Seder: 

Recovering Passover for Christians 

by Dennis Bratcher 
 

The Festival of Passover 

Passover is the oldest and most 

important religious festival in Judaism, 

commemorating Godôs deliverance of 

the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt and 

his creation of the Israelite people.  

Passover is actually composed of two 

festivals, The Feast of Unleavened 

Bread and Passover (which is some-

times used to refer to the single day 

and sometimes to the entire span of 

both festivals). 

The festival of Passover, known as 

Pesach, begins at sunset on the 14th of 

Nisan (usually in March or April) and 

marks the beginning of a seven day 

celebration that includes the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.  The focal point of 

Passover is a communal meal, called 

the Seder (which means "order," be-

cause of the fixed order of service), 

which is a time of rejoicing and cele-

bration at the deliverance for the He-

brews that God accomplished in the 

exodus.  Since the destruction of the 

Jerusalem Temple in AD 70 Passover 

has been celebrated in the home with 

family and friends as they eat a meal 

together.  It is customary to invite 

guests to share the Seder meal, espe-

cially newcomers to the community.  

The actual Seder meal in most Jewish 

homes is an elaborate feast, with food, 

games for the children, and plenty of 

time to tell the story of the Exodus 

from Egypt.  It is not unusual for a Se-

der to last three to four hours.  

The Seder involves everyone pre-

sent since they all have a Haggadah 

(Heb: "telling," the printed order of 

service, reading, and songs) and are 

called to share in reading and singing 

the story.  While the father or grandfa-

ther is usually the leader of the service, 

others have roles as well.  The mother 

of the home lights the festival candles 

that signal the beginning of Passover, 

the youngest child asks the four ques-

tions, the children help eliminate all 

Chametz, leaven, from the house, 

search for the hidden Afikomen (a 

symbolic piece of Matzah, unleavened 

bread) and open the door for Elijah, the 

parents or the grandparents tell the 

story of the exodus, and various others 

are designated to read or lead certain 

portions of the service.  

Passover is really more than a fes-

tival.  It is an elaborate teaching experi-

ence, especially for the children, in-

tended to call people to their identity as 

the People of God.  By using all of the 

senses, the Passover Seder tells the 

story of Godôs grace in history and 

calls the participants to experience and 

share in the story as their own story.  

Passover becomes more than simply a 

service or a time; it becomes a way to 

confess faith in the One who has acted 

in history, and for Jews expresses the 

hope that He will continue to act in 

bringing deliverance to all people eve-

rywhere. 

 

Christian Passover 

There has been increasing interest 

among Christians in this ancient festi-

val and in adapting the Passover festi-

val to Christianity.  Various organiza-

tions, such as "Jews for Jesus," have 

long promoted Christian Passover ser-

vices as a means for Jews to retain their 

cultural heritage while confessing 

Christian faith.  They have also used 

the Christian Passover as a means to 

communicate to Christians the Jewish 

religious heritage that they value.  

Our goal here in presenting a 

Christian adaptation of Passover is to 

retain the theological, confessional, and 

educational dimensions of the service.  

That is, it is presented as a way for 

people of Christian Faith to express 

that faith in the context of a gathered 

community by participating symboli-

cally in the story of salvation.  It is pre-

sented very deliberately and purpose-

fully as a Christian service, with no 

apologies.  Yet, there has also been a 

deliberate attempt to preserve the spirit 

of the Jewish traditions and experience 

in the service, and to respect the faith 

journey of Israelites and Jews across 

the centuries.  For that reason, apart 

from the fact that it will likely be 

Christians who are participating in the 

service, the thoroughly Christian di-

mension will come at the end of the 

service. After all, that is really how 
God chose to work in history: to the 

Jew first, and then also to the rest of 

us! 

Seder Dinner  
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For the last year, the Lakebay 

Board has been spending consider-

able time thinking and praying about 

our ministries, our programs, our 

worship ï the work we do together 

as the people of God.  Weôve had a 

sense that, while weôre on the right 

track, God was calling us to change a 

few things to better situate ourselves 

for ministry in this community. 

Following much discussion and 

prayer, we have decided to change 

our Sunday morning schedule.  On 

Sunday, May 16, we are going to 

move into a new summer schedule, 

with worship beginning at 9:30 a.m., 

running until around 11:00.   

We believe this will fit well into 

peopleôs summer schedules, giving 

ample time to join together in wor-

ship, while still having much of the 

day left for visiting, for yard work, 

for Sunday drives in the country.  

Even for lazy summer naps.  We 

hope our people will take advantage 

of the time change by inviting each 

other over for lunch and the after-

noon; we plan on hosting regular 

gatherings at the park for all who 

want some sunshine and fun. 

In the fall, we plan to keep our 

worship celebration at 9:30, with 

classes and discussion following the 

worship time.  The model follows 

from our Alpha program, in which 

the talk is given first, and then every-

one is allowed a chance to discuss it 

in a small group afterward. 

There are a host of reasons for 

making these changes, but let me 

highlight three: First, people today 

enjoy sharing their own thoughts, 

discussing their own ideas, rather 

than simply hearing a sermon and 

going home.  In our new format, 

people will be able to discuss the 

sermon topics from their own point-

of-view, to challenge or defend what 

was heard, to ask questions and 

probe deeper into the topic of the 

day.  This will allow us all to óownô 

the sermon in a new way.  

Second, our Sunday mornings 

are long.  For those of us used to it, it 

may not seem so.  But to a visitor 

showing up for Sunday School at 

9:00, and not going home until well 

after noon, it seems long.  It takes up 

most of the day.  With this new 

schedule, people can join us at 9:30 

and, if they desire, be on their way 

before 11, with most of the day 

ahead of them.  While we hope all 

will stay, this does make the day 

more accessible to first-timers.  

Finally, sometimes you just need 

to plow up some ground to create 

space for new growth.  We have 

heard God call us to dig up the fal-

low ground, and weôre relying on his 

promise to bless that work with new 

growth.  We may not be able to pin-

point exactly why this change is the 

right one for right now, we only be-

lieve that God has led us here, and 

weôre obeying that call. 

We realize this might seem a big 

change; for many of you, it means an 

earlier morning.  But we hope and 

pray youôll all show that amazing 

Lakebay flexibility for which youôre 

so famous, that youôll embrace this 

change and trust that God is working 

in and through us, situating us for 

powerful ministry on the Key Penin-

sula. 

Time for a Change 

Lakebay's Stations of the Cross 

will use several artistic displays to 

represent the elements of the Pas-

sion Story found in Scripture.  Sev-

eral artists from the Key Peninsula, 

some within our congregation, will 

be each representing a respective 

station with no limits to medium, 

size, or content in portraying each 

intended station.  Some stations 

will be interactive, some purely 

visual, all invoking the viewer to re

-contemplate each action leading to 

the death and resurrection of 

Christ. 

The Stations of the Cross will 

be on display beginning with an 

artist's reception that is open to the 

public on March 28 at 12:30 in the 

afternoon.  The sanctuary will be 

open for viewing, contemplation, 

and meditation during Holy Week 

Tuesday through Friday, March 23 

through 26, from 9 am to 1pm and 

also by appointment.  All are wel-

come!  We are looking forward to 

sharing some new views on the 

subject during this season. 

  

 

Stations of the CrossîtheçïLakebayðçWayç 
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The Kindergarten-2 Grade Sun-

day School Class has been studying 

how to care for Godôs creation:  the 

earth, our water, the creatures, and 

the human bodies that God has given 

us.  

Several members of our congre-

gation have volunteered to come to 

class to share their expertise about 

different parts of Godôs creation. En-

vironmental Supporter Cathlee James 

will speak to us about caring for the 

earth and our environment.  Scientist 

Ron James will talk to us about the 

earthôs water and explain how we can 

take better care of our water supply.  

Park Ranger Dave Roe will talk to us 

about the creatures God created that 

live among us. 

In addition, our class is exploring 

the basic food groups.  We discuss 

and taste a different food from those 

groups each Sunday.  We are learn-

ing how important it is to care for the 

bodies that God gave us by eating 

wholesome foods. 

The kids will conclude this series 

of study by putting on a brief puppet 

show on Sunday, April 11th..  The 

class will sponsor a Caring for 

Creation Fair  that same day which 

will be held in the Fellowship Hall 

after Worship Service, before the 

Semi-annual Congregational Meet-

ing. 

In addition to the Caring for 

Creation study, the children have 

been learning about the ministry of 

Jesus, from his birth to his death and 

resurrection, and how Jesus fit into 

Godôs plan from the beginning. 

The last day of Sunday School 

will be May 2.  Four of our children 

will be moving on to the next class 

level next year.  We will have our 

Sunday School Presentation Sunday 

on May 16.  It has been an exciting 

and eventful year, and one we would-

nôt have missed for the world.  It has 

been our pleasure. 

Sunday School Teachers  

Harrold and Elaine Forch 

CARING FOR GODõS CREATION 

The Annual Pine Car Derby was a 

fun filled evening with lots of excite-

ment, laughter and joy!  Thank you to 

everyone who volunteered to make the 

evening such a success! 

This ñyearò Pioneer Clubs is fo-

cusing on the Children in the Congo.  

We are taking offerings to give bed 

nets to the children to protect them 

while they sleep from the mosquitoes 

that carry malaria.  We raised $64 in 

the first 4 weeks.  Our kids are making 

a huge impact on children they don't 

even know, half a world away! 

 

Upcoming Events: 

March 10  Crazy Hair Night 

March 17  Wear Your St. Pattieôs Day 

Green! 

March 31  NO CLUBS (Spring Break) 

April 14    Western Night "Giddy-Up" 

Cowboys and Cowgirls! 

IN THE MAIL BOX 

 

Church Family, 

Knowing you would make anybody grateful.  Thanks for Everything. 

In Christ, Bill & Kelli, Martin 

 

The Wilson Family just wants to say thank you from the bottom of my heart.  I felt your love 

surrounding us when Sara announced wanting to go on a mission trip to Thailand.  Most of all, 

I was amazed how much support and faithfulness that our Lord and our Chruch family have.  

With all the fundraising, to the boarding of the airplane, we are truly blessed and knowing that 

continual prayer helped Sara all the way back home to Lakebay.  Fondly, Kelli. 



by Rebecca Robert 

Thanks to all the helping 

hands that made the January 

Senior Lunch a success includ-

ing the Jameses, Fishers, and 

Shelleys. 

March 20th is our next activ-

ity where everybody can join in.  

We will be singing for the folks 

at Manor Care and visiting with 

them in the afternoon.   If you donôt 

sing come along anyway to visit.  

All ages are welcome.  Weôll meet at 

church at 2 pm and return by 5 pm.  

Please sign up on the Mission board 

so we can plan transportation. 

Looking ahead to April 10, the 

Fishers will be heading up a prayer 

outreach.  This is a way to experi-

ence Godôs leading and then act on 

it.  So come along and stretch your 

prayer muscles and watch your faith 

grow! 

The Fifth Sunday in May will 

again be our turn to provide the Sen-

ior Lunch  at the Community Cen-

ter.  Give this a try and Iôm sure 

youôll feel a strong sense of connec-

tion with your church family as we 

serve our community together. 

That same May weekend, the 

29th and 31st, will se our church full 

of great bargains at the Annual 

Rummage Sale.  Please start setting 

aside those valuable items and have 

them ready to bring to church during 

the last half of May.  This yearôs 

proceeds will help fund our long 

anticipated Mexico Outreach. 

Mexico Outreach.  Sara Wil-

son, our new Lakebay missionary, 

has been instrumental in planning, 

along with Karina Whitmarsh, a 

summer trip to Encinada.  We 

will partner there with a local 

church and serve them however 

we can.  This may include VBS 

for kids and some sort of hands 

on ministry such as painting or 

building.  The ministry dates are 

July 31-August 6, plus travel 

days.  All ages will be consid-

ered, so please come to a meeting of 

interest on March 7 after church to 

hear more details. 

Mongolia Prayer Focus.  Cove-

nant Missionaries Jim and Liz Se-

dore are part of an organization serv-

ing in Mongolia.  As part of their 

outreach, they are asking anyone 

interested to pray along with them 

on the weekend of March 5-7 for 

specific issues challenging that na-

tion.  These points are listed online 

at www.jcsintl.org.  Please join their 

prayer team for that weekend and 

God will hear our united voice. 

Mission and Outreach Opportunities 

Just for Women  - Yipee!  

by Kristen Wormley 

The ladies continue to have a 

Night Out  on Friday, March 26th at 

7:00 p.m. and on Friday, April 23rd 

at 7:00 p.m.  We will gather together 

at church in the room past the 

kitchen.  Bring a snack to share and 

any project that you would like to 

work on.  And come ready to visit, 

talk, and have fun!   

 

After church on a Sunday in 

May, we will gather together and 

reveal our Secret Sisters.  All 

women in our church will be invited 

to this event, regardless of whether 

they participated in the Secret Sis-

ters program. 

 

Also, please be thinking in ad-

vance about the Womenôs Retreat 

which is September 17-19 at Cas-

cades Camp near Yelm.  You donôt 

want to miss this yearôs dynamic 

speaker, Judy Howard Peterson.  

Because she is so popular, we antici-

pate all spots to be filled quickly. 

We will be asking for signups 

early this year to make sure our 

church can have a cabin together.  If 

money is tight, you can plan to set a 

little aside each month until registra-

tion opens, sometime in May or 

June.  The cost in the past has been 

$100 before August 1st and $120 

after that.  We hope you can join us 

for a fantastic weekend away! 
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Lakebay Community Church 
General Fund Budget Report  

as of January 31, 2010 

Budget to date $  12,500 

Income to date  10,756 

Expenses to date 14,036 
Net Income (Loss)   ( - $ 3,280) 

 
New Property  

Matching Fund Campaign 
20010 Goal:         $ 10,000 
2010 Donations:  $      100 

SATURDAY:  
March 13 & April 10 at 9:00 am  

at the church.  
 

THURSDAY:  
March 25 & April 22 at 10:00 am  
at the Roadhouse in Key Center.  
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THE CHURCH MOUSE 
is the bi-monthly newsletter of 
LAKEBAY COMMUNITY CHURCH 
PO Box 130, Lakebay, WA 98349 

Volume 16 Issue 2 

 The Church Mouse is delivered to 
all who are interested.  Please 
contact the church office to add or 
delete your name from our mailing 
list.   

 Tax deductible gifts to help cover 
production costs are gratefully 
received and appreciated.  

 We welcome encouraging and 
educational articles.  Letters to the 
editor and material for the Church 
Mouse are to be in the office by the 
20th of the month.  Please limit all 
copy to 500 words or less.  The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
copy as needed.   

Editor: Jayne McCourt 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

God bless each of you and give you 
many reasons to celebrate ! 

 

March  
2 Lois Hastings  

5 Christian Hostetler  

5 Bill & Kelli Wilson  

7 Betty Aberle  

7 Harvey & Carla Roberts  

9 Tracy Burton  

10 Terri MountjoyPepka  
11 Harrold & Elaine Forch  

20 Frank Sermon  

22 Terri Wooldridge  

24 Kristen Wormley  

28 Anchor Hostetler  
28 Susan Jopp  

29 Sarah Wormley  

29 Micah Shelley  

29 Jason Burton  

30 David Krympec  

 

April  
5 Anna Hostetler  

7 Doug & Dorene Paterson  

8 Soren Hostetler  
8 Gerry Reeder  

8 Mike Shettlesworth  

14 Maddison Burton  

18 Peggy Cook  

20 Roshni Robert  

24 Rebecca Robert  
27 Ron James  

29 Caitlin Dougherty  

 
 
Come On Inñ

We have  
a class  

for  
everyone!   

 
It's never too 
late to drop in 
and join the  

conversation.   
 

Sunday 
School  

9am - 10am  

SPRING 

CLEAN-UP 

Saturday,  
March 20 

9 am�³ 1 pm 
Many hands are needed to get the grounds in shape for 
Easter .  Also, some other projects need special atten-
tion and expertice.  Lunch, snacks, and coffee will be 
provided.  Please sign -up with Jason Burton,  Building & 
Grounds Chairman.  


